Rapid affinity-purification and biotinylation of antibodies.
A simple and rapid method to affinity-purify and biotinylate antibodies was developed. The method utilizes separation of antigens by sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis, followed by transfer to nitrocellulose and binding of the antibodies to the specific antigen. The antibodies are biotinylated, while still bound to the antigen, thus avoiding the conjugation of the active antigen-binding sites of the antibodies. These antibodies have been successfully used in double-label immunofluorescence studies, but they should be likewise applicable in other immunological protocols.